SOCIAL WATCH Assembly,  Beirut, October 2003

Secretariat report

Background

Meeting in Copenhagen in 1995, the heads of State and government of the world decided that the eradication of poverty should be a high-priority international goal. That commitment was reaffirmed by the UN General Assembly in Geneva in June 2000 and at the United Nations Millennium Summit held in New York in September 2000. 

The Millennium Summit approved a Declaration, which summarizes the goals of the Social Summit, the Beijing Conference; and other UN conferences of the ‘90s. These goals, with a year 2015 deadline, include a reduction by half in the proportion of people living in extreme poverty, access to drinking water, decent housing, reduction of child mortality, reduction of maternal mortality, combating AIDS, primary schooling, and the closing of the gender gap in education, among others. The official follow-up process was substantially left in the hands of the UN Secretary General.

Since 1996, Social Watch has been publishing a yearly citizens report on progress towards the internationally agreed goals. It includes global statistical analysis and comparisons and national reports submitted by coalitions of nationally based non-profit organizations.

This approach has empowered citizen organization at national and local level and has led to the growth of Social Watch, from an initial handful of NGOs to an impressive alliance of civil society coalitions active in more than 60 countries. Social Watch played a major role in the Geneva 2000 special session of the UN General Assembly and has won recognition as a respected interlocutor of national governments and multilateral organizations.

Social Watch addresses the need for a channel to voice non-governmental national concerns to international fora, helps build the capacity of local groups to make their authorities accountable and contributes to the opening of meaningful dialogue spaces at the national level.

The basic principles

The basic functioning principles of the Social Watch network, established at its creation in 1995 were reaffirmed and updated by the first Social Watch Assembly in Rome, 2000:

1. The international secretariat is to serve the nationally-based members and be accountable to them through the assembly and the Coordinating Committee

2. The relation between the secretariat and the members is based on clear mutual commitments: The secretariat edits and publishes the international report, disseminates it at appropriate international for a and contributes to the capacity building of the members. The national coalitions report regularly on their governments’ implementation of internally agreed commitments in the areas of social development and gender, use those reports as advocacy tools and build national coalitions around their findings.

Context

This second Social Watch assembly takes place in a crucial moment. The year 2003 has been marked by the war on Iraq, the threat of a collapse of the UN system, and with it the very idea of the universal validity of Human Rights on which the UN is based since its creation.

But we also witnessed the unprecedented February 15 world wide demonstrations, seen by many as the emergence of a civil society counterbalance to the single superpower and the incapacity of that superpower to “win the peace” in Iraq, leading it back to negotiations in the UN. A few days ago in Cancun, Mexico, we witnessed a strong and concerted expression of developing countries in the WTO ministerial, signaling that imposition by a few rich countries of macroeconomic rules is not a viable policy any more.

In this context the Social Watch network has established itself as an important expression of civil society concerns at the international level, while the partial list of national activities related to the 2003 report (see the Annex below) show a major increase both in the work and the impact of the national platforms, that are now present in some 60 countries.

The success of Social Watch has inspired other constituencies to take similar approaches, in some cases consulting or coordinating their activities with Social Watch (and frequently with overlapping members). Particularly important among those closely related “watch” initiatives are:

a) Indigenous peoples watch

b) ESC rights – human rights

c) Habitat

d) Sustainability watch

e) Europe watch

Indigenous peoples watch

Social Watch helped Tebtebba Foundation draft a proposal to establish a regular reporting system on indigenous peoples that would assist the work of the recently created UN Forum on Indigenous Peoples.

ESC rights – human rights

Social Watch is working together with the Latin American Human Rights Platfdorm to publish a first subregional report on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in the Southern Cone of South America.

Habitat

The idea of an “Habitat Watch” has been discussed with the Habitat International Coalition and SW and the UN rapporteur on Housing Rights have been exploring ways of improving the common work around housing rights.

Sustainability watch

Social Watch has been discussing with various NGOs the proposal, originated in Danmark, to establish a “sustainability watch” to monitor the agreements of the Johannesburg Summit. A meeting was held in Cancun, Mexico, to share experiences.

Europe watch

Social Watch is sharing methodology and experiences with an “Europe Watch” initiative aimed at monitoring EU countries compliance with Goal 8 of the MDGs.

MDG campaign

Social Watch has been discussing and sharing experiences with the UN-led MDG campaign and contributed with the editors of the 2003 UNDP report on MDGs. As a result, an experimental six-months project has been started, which will have Patricia Garcé liaising with national Social Watch coalitions involved in the preparation of their countries Millennium reports and with the campaign headquarters in NY, with the objective of improving civil society participation in the process.

The Social Watch Reports 2002 and 2003

From 1996 on, the yearly Social Watch international reports were launched at the meetings of the UN Commission on Social Development, the subsidiary body of ECOSOC in charge of the follow up of the Social Summit. The First Social Watch Assembly (Rome, November, 2000) identified a clear link between the Social Watch focus on the Copenhagen and Beijing commitments and the UN conference on Financing for Development, that provided an opportunity to put macroeconomic issues on the international agenda within the United Nations. Thus, it was decided to focus the 2002 report on the relation between finances and social development and to launch the report during the Monterrey Summit (March, 2002).

The 2002 Social Watch report addressed the issue of essential services (health, education, water, etc.), the worldwide trend to deregulate and privatize them and the impact of those policies on their availability and affordability for the poor, for women and other vulnerable sectors of society. During a strategy meeting held in Monterrey, Social Watch decided to launch the 2003 edition of the Social Watch during the Third World Social Forum (Porto Alegre, January 2003).

The 2002 French edition of the Social Watch report

In response to the need to disseminating the Social Watch initiative in francophone countries, particularly in Western Africa, the Secretariat undertook the joint production of the French version of the 2002 report, in a common effort with Environnement et Développement du Tiers Monde (ENDA-Tiers Monde), from Senegal. Five hundred copies of the report were printed in October 2002 and it was distributed in November 2002.

Another strategy meeting was held in June 2002 in Rabat, Morocco, piggybacking on the regional meeting of the Arab NGO Network for Development (ANND). The meeting received additional substantial input from representatives of UNDP, TWN, DAWN, and the Citizens' Network on Essential Services. During the three days meeting, Social Watch members combined a political discussion on the international context in the Monterrey aftermath with an in-depth analysis of the focus of the 2003 report: the social impact of the privatization of services on the poor.

In November 21st to 22nd 2002, Social Watch organized, together with IBASE, and with UNDP sponsorship, an international workshop on “Monitoring Social Development, Indicators for Civil Society”. The meeting was held in Río de Janeiro, Brazil and it helped improve our methodology and highlighted new approaches for the use of indicators as tools for civil society organizations at the local level. The proceedings of the workshop are being processed and will be published soon.

The Social Watch report 2003 was launched in January 2003 and had the largest distribution ever, with 5,500 printed copies in English and 4,000 in Spanish and 30,000 copies in CD-ROM format. The 2003 report includes 52 national reports (four times the number of reports included in the Social Watch Nº 0, in 1996). It also includes thematic reports, tables measuring progress towards time bound targets and a wall chart with the Social Scorecard. The CD-Rom version includes both, the English and the Spanish version of the 1996 to 2003 reports, as well as interactive maps, statistics, and the Portuguese version of the 2002 report. The Social Watch website was redesigned in coincidence with the launching of the Social Watch 2003 report. It provides access to all of the yearly reports in Spanish and English, indicators and news about our activities.

The web surveys show more than 3.111.652 hits at the web page from January 2003 to July 2003 and an average of over 38.381 different sessions a month in the same period.

The 2003 Social Watch report was launched during the Seminar “Defending Essential Services”, organized by Social Watch that took place on January 26. The speakers at the launch were John Foster, from the North-South Institute, from Canada, Maggie Schmeitz, from Ultimate Purpose, from Suriname, Yao Graham, from Third World Network Africa, from Ghana, Areli Sandoval, from Equipo Pueblo, Mexico, Leonor Briones, from Social Watch-Philippines, Philippines, Bruce Campbell, from the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives (CCPA), from Canada, Ziad Abdel Samad, from Arab NGO Network for Development (ANND), from Lebanon and Roberto Bissio, from Uruguay. 

Before the launch, a press conference was held at the Press Conference Room, with the participation of more that 20 journalists, both from the national and the international press. The spoke persons at the press conference were: Roberto Bissio, from Uruguay, Leonor Briones, from Social Watch-Philippines, Philippines, John Foster, from the North-South Institute, from Canada, Yao Graham, from Third World Network Africa, from Ghana, Ziad Abdel Samad, from Arab NGO Network for Development (ANND), from Lebanon and Sonia Correa, from IBASE-DAWN, from Brazil.

In February 9th 2003, the 2003 report was launched at the United Nations in NY, during the Civil Society Forum organized by the Friedrich Ebert Foundation, the International Council on Social Welfare and the United Nations Non-Governmental Liaison Service (NGLS), as the introductory activity to the meeting of the UN Commission on Social Development. Copies of the report were made available to government delegates, press and NGOs during the meeting.

The Coordinating Committee activities

The Social Watch Coordinating Committee consults regularly through e-mail and holds meetings and conference calls when needed. The last face-to-face meeting of the CC was in Brussels, Belgium in May 3 and 4th, 2003. The Beirut Assembly was prepared and decisions were taken on the theme and launching of the 2004 report.

Theme for the 2004 report

The theme for the 2004 report was discussed on line through the watchers lists on April and May 2003. The discussion had unprecedented participation, both in terms of quantity and quality of the contributions, from member organizations.

The member organizations opinions oriented the Coordinating Committee in the formulation of the main subject for the 2004 report as “Obstacles for Human Security”.

The launching of the Report 2004 will be at the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) in New York in April 2004 and at the Bretton Woods spring meetings in Washington also to be held in April 2004.
Capacity Building Survey

Social Watch secretariat circulated a questionnaire regarding the capacity building needs of organization in order to design a plan to address those issues. The need to build the capacity of the network members has been repeatedly mentioned in different consultations and the Social Watch secretariat has reacted to it on a case by case basis, attending national and regional workshops, helping to organize meetings and referring people to sources of information. Yet, the Social Watch Coordinating Committee decided in its last meeting to take a more systematic approach towards capacity building.

The survey, which focuses on capacity constraints, is an effort to help bridge that gap. The results help the Social Watch Coordinating Committee to identify resources that are most urgently needed by partner organizations to carry out their work and achieve their goals. They might also help inform global organizations and movements about realities within countries, and help them re-focus their efforts on the needs of citizens.

The results along with suggested areas of capacity-building support were circulated following a meeting of the Social Watch Coordinating Committee at the Social Forum in Porto Alegre, Brazil in January 2003.
Annex 1: Participation of the Social Watch Secretariat in other relevant international meetings

In September 23rd to 28th 2002, Roberto Bissio attended the 2002 Annual Meetings of the World Bank Group and the International Monetary Fund. The meeting was held in Washington D.C., USA. He participated in the Capstone Roundtable: Honoring a Global Compact for Growth and Development that was held on September 27th, 2002. The roundtable participants were Mr. Horst Koehler, the International Monetary Fund Director, Mr. James Wolfensohn, World Bank Presidnet, Mr. Jan Karlsson, Sweedish Cooperation Minister, and Trevor Manuel, South Africa Economics Minister.

In October 23rd to 25th 2002, Roberto Bissio attended the Informal Workshop on Governance Indicators and Assessment Methodologies, and the Third Meeting of the DAC Network on Good Governance and Capacity Development (GOVNET). The meeting was held in Paris, France, and it was organised by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), Good Governance and Capacity Development (GOVNET) and DAC Network.

In October 29th to 30th 2002, Roberto Bissio attended the Strategic Workshop “Millenium Declaration Goals”. The workshop was held in London, England, and it was organised by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

In December 7th 2002, Roberto Bissio attended the meeting “Diálogo Latinoamericano Mundial”. The meeting was held in Lima, Peru and it was organised by the International Labour Organization (ILO).

In February 7th to 9th 2003, Roberto Bissio attended the meeting "Transparency of the International Financial Institutions; Towards New Collaborations”. The meeting was held in Jacksonville, Florida, USA and it was organised by the Bank Information Center (BIC).

In February 27th to 28th 2003, Roberto Bissio attended the Human Development Report 2003 Advisory Panel Meeting. The meeting was held in New York, USA and it was organised by United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).

In March 8th to 15th, 2003 Graciela Dede worked in Peru, supporting the evaluation mission of Miloon Kothari, UNHCR special rapporteur on housing rights. In July 2003 she worked in Geneva, strengthening the work of Social Watch in the area of social, economic and cultural rights.

In April 14th 2003, Roberto Bissio attended the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) special high-level meeting with the Bretton Woods Institutions and the World Trade Organization (WTO).  The theme of the meeting was "Increased coherence, coordination, and cooperation for the implementation of the Monterey Consensus of the International Conference on Financing for Development at all levels one year after the Conference."  The meeting was held in New York, USA, and it was organised by the Financing for Development Office and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).

In April 15th 2003, Roberto Bissio attended the NGO Briefing and Strategy Session.  This session provided an opportunity for NGOs to strategize around the High-level Dialogue of the General Assembly on “strengthening international economic cooperation for FfD through partnership”. The meeting was held in New York, USA, and it was organised by the Financing for Development Office and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).

In April 28th to 29th 2003, Roberto Bissio attended the UNDP-CSO Advisory Committee – Fourth Meeting. The meeting was held in New York, USA and it was organised by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).

In May 1st to 5th 2003, Roberto Bissio attended the Social Watch Coordinating Committee meeting that was organised by Social Watch and held in Brussels, Belgium.

In May 7th to 8th 2003, Roberto Bissio attended the High Level Seminar on “Achieving the MDGs: Strengthening Mutual Accountability”. The Seminar was held in Bergen, Norway and it was organised by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Government of Norway. The Bergen Seminar series were held in association with the Chr. Michelsen Institute.

In May 18th to 21st 2003, Roberto Bissio attended the FIM G8 Meeting and the FIM Board Meeting. The meeting was held in Paris, France and it was organised by the Montreal International Forum (FIM).

In May 23rd to 24th, 2003 Patricia Garcé attended the Strategic Workshop METAGORA. The meeting was held in Paris, France, and it was organised by the French Ministry of Finance.
In May 27th to 28th 2003, Roberto Bissio met Dr. Ernst Ulrich von Weizsaecker, MdB/MP and Prof. Oran Young. The meeting was held in Berlin, Germany and it was on the book project "Limits to Privatization".

In June 4th to 6th 2003, Roberto Bissio attended the Consultation on "Global Governance in Crisis: Challenges to the United Nations and Global Civil Society”. The meeting was held in Geneva, Switzerland and it was organised by the United Nations (UN).

In June 9th to 12th 2003, Roberto Bissio attended the Seminar “The World Commission on the Social Dimension of Globalisation – the way forward”. The Seminar was held in Oslo, Norway and it was organised by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

In June 19th to 20th 2003, Roberto Bissio attended the meeting “OGMs y Biotecnología en Agricultura: Desafíos de investigación en América Latina”. The meeting was held in Montevideo, Uruguay, and it was organised by the International Development Research Centre (IDRC).

In July 12th to 14th 2003, Roberto Bissio attended the World Trade Organization and Developing Nations’s Challenges meeting. The meeting was held in Cairo, Egypt and it was organised by the Arab African Research Center, the Arab NGO Network for Development (ANND) and the Afro-Asian Peoples Solidarity Organization. 

In July 15th 2003, Patricia Garcé attended the Launch of the Social Watch report 2003 that was held in San Salvador, El Salvador. 

In July 22nd to 25th, 2003 Patricia Garcé attended the MDGs meeting held in New York, USA, that was organized by United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).

Annex 2: Activities by national Social Watch coalitions

National Social Watch coalitions are not funded by the Social Watch secretariat and they are accountable to their member organizations, not to the secretariat. This has allowed for a sense of “ownership” where the secretariat is accountable to the national coalitions and not the other way around. While this is a most positive development, one of its drawbacks is that the members at the local level frequently omit reporting about their national activities and it becomes almost impossible to compile a comprehensive list. The following are examples of national level activities related to the Social Watch report:

In July 26th 2002, the German edition of the 2002 Social Watch Report titled "Soziale Entwicklung in den Zeiten der Globalisierung" was launched at a press conference in Berlin. This year’s report is the second Social Watch Report published by Social Watch Germany, a broad coalition of development NGOs, social welfare organisations, trade unions and political foundations.

In August 21st 2002, Social Watch El Salvador launched the Social Watch report 2002.

In August 22nd 2002, Social Watch Philippines launched the first book entitled "Social Watch Philippines 2001 Report" available in book and CD Rom format, in Quezon City, Philippines. The speakers at the launch were Mr. Terence Jones, UNDP's Resident Representative, Dr. Gilberto Llanto, Deputy Director General of the National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA). The book contains articles on social development which includes a glimpse of the Philippine economy in 2001 with important discussions on poverty and unemployment, the Philippines' "new" rural development strategy, public financing using gender and pro-poor perspectives, and the impact of devolution on the provision of agriculture and health services. The book also contains three case studies which capitalize on the experiences of Social Watch Philippines' local networks. Another article reviews the progress made and constraints encountered in the implementation of global social development commitments in eradicating poverty in the Asia-Pacific region. Finally, the presentation was a complementary measurement of poverty called the Quality of Life Index (QLI) as the highlight of the book. 

In October 2002, Centro de Estudios para el Desarrollo Laboral y Agrario (CEDLA), Social Watch focal point in Bolivia, published a booklet on Social Watch in Spanish. 

In October 22nd 2002, Prof. Leonor Briones, from Social Watch Philippines, participated in the International Conference 2002 titled “Public Administration plus Governance: Assessing the past, addressing the future”. The conference was organized by the National College of Public Administration and Governance (NCPAG). She made a plenary presentation entitled “Financing Development in the time of Cholera”.


In October 2002, Social Watch Philippines sponsored a symposium with Jan Vandermoortele from United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and civil society organizations.
In November 14th 2002, Social Watch Philippines and the Center for Policy and Executive Development (CPED) co-sponsored a symposium entitled “The 2003 Budget: Deficit in Funds or Deficit in Services.”  Akbayan Representative Etta Rosales, Mrs. Ana Marie Nemenzo of Woman Health, DAP’s Vice President, Ms. Magdalena Mendoza, and Philnet-RDI’s Executive Director Mr. Martin Tanchuling, comprised the panel of reactors to the presentation of Director Leonor Magtolis Briones. The event was covered by four national newspapers (Today, Malaya, Businessworld and Manila Times) and two television stations (RPN 9 and ABC 5). 

The event was attended by Marikina Representative, Del De Guzman, Social Watch Philippines co-convenors and other officers, NCPAG faculty, staff and students, and representatives of senators, congressmen, NGOs, media and other government offices. 

This symposium served as a follow through of Prof. Briones’  plenary presentation  in  the NCPAG  International  Conference  last October entitled: “Financing  Development in  the  time  of  Cholera”. 

In November 19th to 20th 2002, Social Watch Brazil organised a Seminar on Globalization, Hegemony and National Sovereignty that was held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

In November 20th 2002, Social Watch Brazil launched the 2002 Brazilian edition of the Social Watch report titled “Observatório da Cidadania Relatório 2002. O Impacto Social da Globalização no Mundo”. It also includes the CD-Rom titled “Observatório da Cidadania. O Impacto Social da Globalização no Mundo”. 

In December 9th to 13th 2002, Prof. Leonor Magtolis Briones, from Social Watch Philippines, attended the Asian Civil Society Forum 2002 that was held in Bangkok, Thailand organized by CONGO Working Group on Outreach to Asia (WGOA), in partnership with the Local Hosting Committee (LHC) in Thailand as well as NGOs and UN organizations.
In December 10th 2002, she participated in the round table “Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and Asia”, the speakers were Renate Bloem, President, CONGO, Ms. Eveline Herfkens, UN Secretary General's Executive Coordinator for the MDGs Campaign, the Netherlands (televised interaction), Ms. Saradha Ramaswamy lyer, Third World Network (TWN), Malaysia, Mr. Nicholas Howen, Regional Representative of OHCHR, Bangkok, Ms. Pera Wells, Deputy Secretary-General, WFUNA, USA.

In December 10th 2002, Social Watch Colombia organised a press conference to launch Social Watch. Alberto Yepes, from Corporación Región Social Watch focal point in Colombia, was interviewed by Periódico El Mundo from Medellín, Colombia. The press gave wide coverage to the Social Watch findings in Colombia.

In January 15th 2003, the Italian edition of the 2002 Social Watch Report titled "Impatto Sociale della Globalizzazione nel Mondo" was launched in Genova, Italy. Mani Tese, Arci and Rete di Lilliputh organised a meeting on "Politiche economiche, privatizzazioni e spesa sociale: il ruolo degli enti pubblici".
In March 23rd 2002, Centro de Estudios y Publicaciones Alforja (CEP Alforja), Social Watch focal Point in Costa Rica, participated in the radio program “Voces del Tercer Mundo” by “Radio U”. The program was on Social Watch activities and the report. 

In March 27th 2003, the 2003 Social Watch Report was launched in Accra by the Third World Network-Africa. Launching the report, the Coordinator of Third World Network - Africa Secretariat, Yao Graham, said this year's report is very significant for Ghana because it focuses on the water sector reforms being pursued by the government of Ghana, and the passionate opposition they have invoked among a large section of the citizenry. 

The Southern Ghana Coordinator of the National Coalition Against Water Privatisation, Gyekye Tanoh, expressed disappointment at attempts to finance private business interest with public funds under what he sees a dubious arrangement tagged "Public Private Partnership". The Ghana Committee of the Social Watch Programme is led by Third World Network, and has the Trades Union Congress (TUC), the Integrated Social Development Centre (ISODEC), the Network for Women's Rights (Netright), the General Agricultural Workers Union (GAWU) of TUC, and Ghana Federation of the Disabled. 

In April 2003, Centro de Estudios para el Desarrollo Laboral y Agrario (CEDLA), Social Watch focal point in Bolivia, published a booklet on Social Watch in Spanish. 

In April 23rd 2003, Social Watch Report was launched in the Netherlands. Novib, in collaboration with the National Commission for Sustainable Development (NCDO), presented the Social Watch Report to the Dutch parliament. Novib invited Gyeke Tanoh from its Ghanaian counterpart the National Coalition Against Privatisation of Water, to explain the negative consequences of water privatisation for poor people in his country. 

In April 24th 2003, Social Watch Costa Rica launched in Santa Cruz, Guanacaste. The event was covered by three radios and a television station.

In May 2003, Centro de Estudios para el Desarrollo Laboral y Agrario (CEDLA), Social Watch focal point in Bolivia, published the booklet “The IMF’s Poverty Reduction and Growth facility: a blind alley”, in English and Spanish. 

In May 10th 2002, Centro de Estudios y Publicaciones Alforja (CEP Alforja), Social Watch focal Point in Costa Rica, participated in the radio program “Comunidades en Acción” by “Radio Sonora”. The program was on Social Watch activities and the report. 

In May 24th 2002, Centro de Estudios y Publicaciones Alforja (CEP Alforja), Social Watch focal Point in Costa Rica, participated in the radio program “Barrios del Sur” by “Radio Costa Rica”. The program was on Social Watch activities and the report.

In May 29th 2003, Centro de Estudios y Publicaciones Alforja (CEP Alforja), the Social Watch focal point in Costa Rica, organised a “Consejo Consultivo de la Sociedad Civil”, where a workshop about the Social Watch 2003 report was made. El taller consta de tres bloques. El primero está relacionado con la estructura del informe, el manejo de los indicadores, el informe nacional. El segundo bloque refiere al uso del informe como instrumento de negociación e incidencia política. El último bloque refiere un análisis de la coyuntura del país y a partir de ello sugerir temas para el nuevo informe.

In May 30th 2003, DECIDAMOS, the national Social Watch Focal Point in Paraguay, launched the Social Watch report. The speakers at the launch were Ricardo Canesse and Guillermo López Flores who talked on privatisations in Paraguay and Juan Carlos Yuste who presented the report, the launch was in (el Salón Auditorio de la Universidad Católica).

In May 2003, Social Watch Colombia launched the Social Watch report 2003.
In June 9th 2003, the National Social Watch coalition launched the first "Citizens Report on Governance and Development 2003" in New Delhi, India.

In its editor’s words, “The First Social Watch Indian report is a unique experiment at critically examining the institutions of governance and their commitment to social development. This is an attempt to create an interface between institutions of governance and peoples in a bid to promote greater transparency and governance commitments to peoples and people’s issues. The report has been attempted through a process of collective ownership and wide range of consultation". The report analyzes the performance of the Parliament and the Supreme Court in 2002, reviews the current policies of government regarding health, education and poverty alleviation and offers and overview of grassroots democracy in India.

In June 20th 2003, the Kenyan Social Watch Coalition launched the Social Watch report in Nairobi. The agenda of the launch was: Privatization: A choice or a must for Kenya, Government GATS: Implication for Social Policy Development in Kenya and Land Policy and Privatization. Among others participated in the launching government official including parliamentarian, civil society representative, the private sector and press.

In June 25th 2003, the German edition of the 2003 Social Watch Report was launched at a press conference in Berlin. The German edition contains parts of the international Social Watch Report, including the tables and a summary of the 52 country reports. In addition, several articles focus on the specific situation in Germany, in particular privatisation trends in the social security system, public-private-partnerships in German development policy, and a critique of the German GATS-policy. This year’s report is the third Social Watch Report published by Social Watch Germany, a broad coalition of development NGOs, social welfare organisations, trade unions and political foundations.

In July 8th 2003, John W. Foster, from the North-South Institute, Social Watch focal point in Canada, participated in the launch of the Human Development Report 2003 held in Ottawa, Canada. The United Nations Association in Canada and United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) sponsored a satellite launch that was attended by press and policy community. Mr. Normand Lauzon, Executive Secretary of the UNDP Capital Development Fund, officially launched the 2003 Report. His presentation was followed by comments by Mr. Bruce Montador, VP of the Multilateral Programmes Branch at CIDA, and by John Foster, Senior Researcher at the North-South Institute.

In July 15th 2003, Social Watch El Salvador launched the Social Watch report 2003.

More than 100 hundred people participated in the launching, including NGOs, El Salvador University and Centroamericana University (UCA), staff and students, media, trade unions, International Agencies (United Nations Development Programme - UNDP, United Nations Children’s Fund - UNICEF, and OXFAM Solidaridad), representatives of Legislative Assembly, and other government offices.

The news was broadcasted by three radios (YSKL, YSUCA, and Radio Cadena Sonora), three national newspapers (El Diario de Hoy, CoLatino, and El Mundo), and three television stations (Channel 12, Channel 33 and Channel 21), and also by two international agencies (the press network Franpress and the television network UNIVISON). The news on the Social Watch Report was one of the three most important news of the day in the newspapers and also in the radio programmes.
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